
Parking is available behind the hall, accessed via
Knaith Road (Melway map 50 B8).

To a�end, you will need to be
fully vaccinated.

Please enter by the FRONT door only
from 7:30pm. The back door will only be open to allow
Chris Fletcher and Joe Wilson to bring in their plants.

The sign-in book and name tag box will be on a table in
the mee�ng room.

October 2022
Member Mee�ng

IN PERSON
Friday 28th October at 8pm

Ringwood East Elderly Ci�zens Hall,
2-8 Laurence Grove, Ringwood East

Eremophilas
Russell Wait

Russell is a long-term APS member who has had an
interest in eremophilas since he was a teenager.
When the Eremophila Study Group was formed, he
immediately joined and quickly became one of the
“experts”. He has travelled widely in remote areas of
Australia in search of eremophilas and introduced a
number of them into cul�va�on.

Russell was one of the authors of the immensely
popular “Australia’s Eremophilas” which came out in
2008. Last year saw the release of “Growing
Eremophila” with Russell as principal author.

The talk will be about trips that Russell has done
this year in Queensland, NT & WA. He will tell us of
the harsh country that has been in drought for 3 years
and now has flooded roads. Hence, not all bushes in
the photos will be in full flower.

Garden Visit
Sunday 30th October at 2 pm

Jacobs and Nicholls Gardens, Blackburn
Meet at eastern end of Masons Road, Blackburn

(Melway map 62 B1)
It had been planned to visit Russell Wait’s garden this

month, but unfortunately that visit has had to be deferred.
Fortunately Elspeth Jacobs has agreed, at short no�ce,

to have us to her garden which, amongst many other
plants, has a par�cularly good display of interes�ng
eucalypts, including some of the species which Jason
Caruso spoke about at our September mee�ng.

We will then visit the garden of neighbouring Jan and
Graeme Nicholls, where we will have our a�ernoon tea.

Park at the end of Masons Road, but not in the “bubble”
at the end where cars can turn around. There is a short
walk through the Masons Reserve to Elspeth’s place, then
return to 27 Masons Rd for a�ernoon tea.

Welcome New Members
It is very pleasing to see a few new faces at our

monthly mee�ngs. Our latest new member is Andrew
Smith. We look forward to seeing you at lots of our
mee�ngs and garden visits, Andrew.

Specimen Table
Please bring along plant specimens to the mee�ng with

their names a�ached if possible.
As each specimen is displayed by the presenter, a piece

is also taken to put under the document camera so that it
can be clearly shown on the screen. If the specimen you
bring is very small, please bring 2 pieces if possible (�ed
together).

Eremophila cuneifolia
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VALE MARION KING
It is with great sorrow we advise of the passing of our

wonderful friend Marion King, at the grand old age of
99 years.

She was a member of our Group for 57 years and a
Founda�on Member. She will be missed greatly. Our
best wishes go to her family and friends.

There will be a memorial service at Ringwood North
Uni�ng Church on Monday 24th October at 2pm.

Lovely Peas for Sale
As well as Chris Fletchers wonderful plant selec�on,

there will be addi�onal Australian pea plants for sale at
our October mee�ng. These are from the numerous
species propagated for the recent FJC Rogers Seminar
on Fabuous Peas.
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From Backyard to Bonsai: Small Eucalypts for the Home Garden
Jason Caruso

Notes from the talk at the September mee�ng, wri�en up by Diane Hedin

Jason is a self-described non-expert, eucalypt
enthusiast with a passion for plan�ng and growing
eucalypts. He is an educator, engaging with primary and
secondary school students on excursion at the Royal
Botanic Gardens in Melbourne, where he imparts his
passion for na�ve plants, especially the eucalypts. Jason
is also an educator at the Melbourne Science Museum.

He lives in a small unit with a li�le courtyard to
exercise his passion, and believes there is a perfect
eucalypt for any garden situa�on, whether growing in
pots, in the ground or in bonsai form.

Jason explained that the term eucalypt is a collec�ve
name that includes 3 closely related genera: Angophora
(approximately 12 species, confined to the eastern
states on the mainland), Corymbia (approximately 110
species, more prominent in the northern parts of
Australia) and the most widespread Eucalyptus
(approximately 800 species).

Corymbia and Eucalyptus both differ from
Angophora in having an operculum, or bud cap, that
covers the flower. Eucalypts are understood to be the
most ancient group of Australian plants. The oldest
fossil record at present dates back 52 millions years
ago. It is of gumnuts that were found in Patagonia,
believed to have existed when Australia was part of
Gondwana.

The growth habit of eucalypts fall into 2 broad
categories of non-sprouters and re-sprouters.
Non-sprouters

A smaller group of eucalypts, mainly confined to
Western Australia. They grow very quickly and produce
large seed crops which germinate a�er fires. They are
unable to re-grow new leaf buds from the trunk.

Re-sprouters
These make up 600-700 of the eucalypts. They are

able to survive fires (except in extreme fires) and regrow
through epicormic growth. This group includes Mallee
eucalypts that resprout from lignotubers.

Jason explained that many eucalypts are perfect for
small spaces.

For the real challenge of growing eucalypts as
bonsais, Jason suggested the River Red Gum, which
doesn’t mind its roots being pruned, and Eucalyptus
nicholii.

For pots, Jason suggested Eucalyptus synandra and
Eucalyptus rosacea as they are small and they flower
when very young.

For plan�ng in the ground, Jason suggested that we
consider plan�ng eucalypts that will thrive in a climate
that is ge�ng warmer and drier. Over the past 50 years,
Melbourne temperatures have become warmer by 1 to
1.5 degrees, and eucalypts that naturally grow in cool
areas with high rainfall are likely to struggle, e.g. snow
gums. So in plan�ng for the future, select eucalypts that
naturally thrive in the hot, drier regions with low
rainfall, and here are some of Jason’s suggested
eucalypts:

• For silver foliage: E. gillii, albida and kruseana.
• For interes�ng juvenile foliage: E. lunata and

formanii.
• For complementary plan�ng: E. extrica with

pleurocarpa.
• For very dry, sunny site: E. pimpiniana.
• For ornamental bark: E. armillata and

erythronema.
• For well drained clay site: E. sessilis and

pachyphylla.

Eucalyptus synandra



• For growing among other plants:
E. lansdownneana, sepulchralis and
desmondensis which are spindly, weeping with
open habit.

Jason believes there are many eucalypts suitable for
small spaces. Some are shrubs, and the larger species
can be managed and contained. By understanding their
growth habits and natural survival tac�cs, and by
choosing the right loca�on, we can enjoy the many
special characteris�cs of eucalypts, even with limited
space.

“Time to plant a eucalypt!”

Eucalyptus albida

Eucalyptus erythronemaEucalyptus formanii

Eucalyptus gillii

Eucalyptus preissiana

Eucalyptus sessilis
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September Specimen Table

Thank you to those members who brought along specimens
for the Specimen Table and for speaking about them for us.

Bill Aitchison

Pam Yarra likes hibber�as. She brought along
Hibber�a aspera, which is almost like a weed in
her garden. H. fasciculata (possibly, Pam was
unsure of the species as she was given it
unnamed). H. dentata (the cream form), Pam has
it growing near a water tank so it gets all the water
draining down and has gone berserk, suckering
everywhere. H. serrata and H. empetrifolia (a local
one, scrambles). Pam also brought along Liber�a
paniculata – it also likes water and is just coming
into flower.

Greg Brown brought along Eucalyptus
‘Torwood‘ which is a cross between E. torquata
and E. woodwardii. Greg’s plant is 5m tall, quite
slender with most of the flowering near the top of
the tree (he had to hang off the top of a ladder to
get the specimen). Honeyeaters love it. He also
brought along Correa pulchella, about 0.5m x 1m
across and very long-flowering. Prostanthera
incisa (2.5m x 1.5m) is currently covered in bloom.

Graeme Nicholls showed us Pimelea nivea
(interes�ng because of the different colours on
the top and bo�om of the leaves, quite a smelly
plant so don’t put it near your front door),
Indigofera australis, Eremophila nivea ‘Beryl’s
Blue‘ (a dense plant, needs to be pruned as it has
grown a bit larger than Graeme had expected) and
Grevillea flexuosa (a stunning plant growing on
Graeme’s nature strip. This is a real show stopper
and passers-by frequently stop to admire it. It is
gra�ed on to Grevillea robusta, and is a good one
to have a go at if you want to try some gra�ing).

Peter Rogers showed Dryandra formosa (now
called Banksia formosa). It grows to about 3m and
likes a well-drained sunny posi�on. This is a
beau�ful hardy plant to have in your garden.
Gastrolobium celsianum is meant to get to about
1m x 0.5 m, but Peter’s plant is about 1.5m high
and 6m wide; prune it as heavily as you like.
Eutaxia obovata 1-2m x 1m is a pre�y hardy plant
doing well in sunshine and fairly tough soil,
Chorizema cordatum is a good hardy plant, and
takes to pruning; they don’t last for years but
you can just replace it with another plant.
C. diversifolium is another hardy plant growing
well on a trellis on the side fence about 1.5m high,
absolutely dripping in orange at the moment. Also
on the Table was was Micromyr�s ciliata which
has been in Peter and Alison’s garden for 35 years.

Peter Smith showed off Acacia sessilispica,
about 3-4m high and covered in beau�ful yellow
flowers at the moment. Asterolasia hexapetala is
about 2m high, with white flowers and yellow
stamens. Also Asterolasia asteriscophora (yellow
flowers), Grevillea alpina ‘Goldfields Pink‘, and
Rulingia kempeana (small dainty yellow flowers). Grevillea alpina ‘Goldfields Pink‘

Asterolasia hexapetala

Micromyr�s ciliata

Prostanthera incisa

Chorizema cordatum

Dryandra formosa

Eucalyptus ‘Torwood‘

Correa pulchella
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Gloria and Graham felt it was �me for a change and
wanted the challenge of star�ng a new garden. This
block is long and skinny, and narrows in the back, with
access to the Heatherdale Pondage Reserve. Graham is
a volunteer Garden Guide with Whitehorse Council’s
Gardens for Wildlife program.

There were a number of na�ve plants in the garden
when they arrived about 7 years ago, including several
very large and aged eucalypts on the block which are
presumed to be remnants of the indigenous vegeta�on.
One Red Box, Eucalyptus polyanthemos, is very large.
These and some well-established na�ve shrubs formed
a good structure for the new garden.

We started on the nature strip. Over the last year or
so, Graham has removed the exo�c grasses and planted
small things, including some daisy species. Some of
these have seeded and spread, and the Rhodanthe
cholorcephala ssp rosea formed a lovely gree�ng for us.
The yellow flowers on the Chrysocephalum apiculatum
made a great contrast.

The focus down in the back area is the use of
indigenous plants for wildlife habitat. This sec�on of the
garden was very weedy, but has now been well-
weeded. It doesn’t get any added water and now has to
look a�er itself. There are a lot of na�ve grasses, and
Bulbine bulbosa was waving its yellow head. The peas
included Dillwynia cinerascens and Pultenaea scabra.

They felt that one important element was missing –
water! They wanted a pond to provide a spot to sit and
to hear the running water, par�cularly on a hot summer
day. It was put in by Ben Harris of Blackburn, and the
Bowers are very happy with his work. The re�culated

water system sends a cascade flowing into the pond.
We were very impressed to see a deep purple scaevola
spreading happily around the edge of the pond – it
looked like Scaevola striata which can be quite tricky to
keep alive.

Plants which we par�cularly no�ced were Thomasia
purpurea x solanacea, Lysiosepalum involucratum, a
grevillea with pink flowers which might be Grevillea
‘Pink Midget’, a compact form of Goodenia ovata,
Grevillea ‘Poorinda Elegance’ with apricot-coloured
flowers, Grevillea alpina form from Mount Evelyn,
Tetratheca ciliata, Hibber�a stricta, Philotheca
myoporoides, Olearia phlogopappa with pink flowers
and Leptospermum sericeum.

Visitors no�ced and commented on the use of
repeat plan�ngs and close plan�ng, which gave a
cohesive and peaceful look to the garden.

We had a very good turn up, especially considering
that several of our members had gone to Swan Hill for
the APS Victoria Quarterly gathering. Gloria and
Graham were delighted to welcome us to their garden
and Gloria made a wonderful rhubarb and sour cream
cake which we enjoyed very much.

In September we were privileged to visit Gloria and
Graham Bower’s garden in Mitcham.

wri�en by Sue Guymer

Garden Visit

Back garden.

Pond.
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Bill Aitchison
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Grevillea ‘Gold Rush’ Calytrix tetragona

Olearia phlogopappa

Philotheca myoporoides

Pultenaea scabraScaevola striata?

Thomasia purpurea x solanacea

Grevillea alpina – Mt Evelyn form.
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A few weeks ago Alison and I spent a day in the lower
part of the Brisbane Ranges Na�onal Park. Orchids and
other flowers were quite prolific. With the upcoming
Pea Seminar we were pleased to see numerous species
of pea plants, as well as plants that are some�mes
grown in our own gardens. Pultenaea scabra (Rough
Bush-pea) was the dominate understorey along the
road into Stony Creek Picnic Area, with the unusual
Leucopogon fletcherii ssp brevisepalus sca�ered around
the area as well. Other pea flowers included Dillwynia
ramosissima (Bushy Parrot pea), Hardenbergia violacea
(Purple Coral-pea) and Dillwynia sericea (Showy Parrot-
pea).

Orchids featured throughout the area, o�en in large
colonies. In par�cular large colonies were found of
Corybas incurvus (Slaty Helmet Orchid), Cyrtostylis
reniformis (Small Gnat Orchid) and Pterostylis nana
(Dwarf Greenhood). Finding Caladenia concolor
(Brisbane Ranges Spider-Orchid) was a special treat.

The orchids seen were:
Acianthus caudatus Mayfly Orchid
Acianthus pusillus Mosquito Orchid (old leaves)
Caladenia caerulea Blue Fingers
Caladenia carnea Pink Fingers
Caladenia concolor BR Spider Orchid
Caladenia fuscata Dusky Fingers
Caladenia major Waxlip Orchid
Caladenia parva Small Spider Orchid
Corybas incurvus Slaty Helmet Orchid
Cyrtostylis reniformis Small Gnat Orchid
Diuris pardina Leopard Orchid
Pterostylis melagramma Tall Greenhood
Pterostylis nana Dwarf Greenhood
Pterostylis nutans Nodding Greenhood
Pterostylis parviflora Tiny Greenhood (old leaves)
Pyrorchis nigricans Red Beaks (leaves)

Also, being "birdos", the bird of the day was a very
good sigh�ng of a Spo�ed Quail-thrush.

Day Trip to Brisbane Ranges National Park
Peter Rogers

Caladenia concolor

Dillwynia ramosissima Grevillea chrysophaeaLeucopogon fletcherii ssp brevisepalus

Pultenaea scabra Spo�ed quail thrush.
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A Posy in Spring
Michael Cook provided this

photo of his wife Sally who had
been collec�ng flowers from
their garden in Botanic Ridge.

Kiama Conference
Nicky Zanen

APS Maroondah’s own Tim Morrow, giving his talk on weather
at the recent 2022 ANPSA Na�onal Conference in Kiama. I found
it very interes�ng.

Several APS members a�ended the Conference including
Karen Garth, Geoff and Jannie Lay, Alex and Wendy Smart, Bev
Fox, David Ligh�oot, Graham Ellis, and me.

Acacia argyrophylla
Graeme Nicholls

This is a tall, spreading shrub, typically 2–3m tall
and quite dense. The phyllodes are a silvery-green,
and the globular flowers are a somewhat
understated yellow, appearing in October. This
species is found in woodland and open scrub,
mainly in eastern South Australia and central
western Victoria. It grows in my garden in heavy,
rather alkaline clay soil with a lot of winter shade. It
makes a very good background ornamental shrub,
and should be more widely grown.

The species name is from (Gr.) argyros – silver,
and phyllon – leaf. It is closely related to
A. brachybotrya.

Caladenia concolor Hardenbergia violacea


